Tiie infectivity of scarlet fever?its duration and in which situations it lingers?is still one of the unsolved problems of public health administration. Changes have been made from time to time in the routine time-tables, which, failing exacter methods, have necessarily governed the practice of fever hospitals.
As the result of investigation and actual experience certain principles have been evolved, the tendency of which has been to shorten the period during which scarlet-fever patients are segregated from the outside world. The question of desquamation, on account of its obviousness, has always appealed thoroughly to the lay mind; this bogey has now been shorn of some of its terrors. In practice late desquamation is being more and more disregarded. 
